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to how before."” 8o Bhearman fs only a boy nurs-
ng outraged feellngs nnd Indulging In “moek
heroles,” while Lawerence and Morrls and Park
are ‘grown men” who are “sure of themeselves™
We soppose thnt Heber M. Wells, who lined up
beslde Shearman on the issue, s a boy too to
“whom the ncoldent of polltics has given a 1it-
tle nuthority.,” And 80 these Lwo men (the News
confines itsell (o Bhearman alone) “worrying
alout the respect” shown them by subordinates,
are “brooding over slighta” untll the “public wel-
fare” 16 liable to be “merged and lost in their
own lmportinee,™

So this 18 the attempled explnnation of Groant's
henchtien, Shearman {8 charged with Yhoy's play
hecause he has the manhood to stand for his own
pergonal rights and the dignity of the elty gov-
ernment; but the three waik sisters are "“grown
men” because they sulk in sllence und shiver
with cold leet while an  ifnsubordinate officinl
riden over them . rough shod. All of which re-
minds us that a certain (ellow offered to bet
odds theé other day that he conld name at least
two members of the oity commission who, if Lhe
chial of polow should deliberately expectorate in
thelr eyes, would hiave the nerve to say nothing
mora thnan “thank wvou' Which prompts ns to
guggest that they might add something lke this
—'"vyou have committed this not, chlef, 'in 0 Mmom-
ent of temper’ and you did not mean to do what
your action ‘seemed to reflect’; that is, if the
News correctly explaing the attitude of these
certaln commissioners.

This attempt to helittle Shearman, and laugh
him out of court with the reminder that he at-
tond to his own department, is small business.
Besfdes, when the News tries to be funny It is
time to senrch for the nigger in the woodplile.
The chief can slander and slur the city commis.
slonp—nnd that's all right: Shearman resents it
—but that's all wrong, The chief commits an
act of rank Insubordination, glonts over it, and
pots away with it: SBhearman rightfully under-
takes to cnil him to task for It, and 18 ridiculed
and reminded to nttend to his own business. We
suppose, Grant's aoté pve nong of Shearman’s
businegs—wherefor the chief's right to comment
and eriticiso,

We predict that, when the true story is told,
there will be evidences of insubordination from
still anolusr source. HReading between the lines
of the artiele in the News there lg suggested the
possibility that this particular articla was |n-
gpired, or written perhaps. by another subord-
inate of the ety commisslon. If this he true then
mny henven brace the backliones of the wenk
glsters and give them courage to do their duty,
If thie mirgele eomes to puss, then let the city
pommigsion resolve itself into a high c¢ourt, and
Hring to trml the Impertinent insubordinates
The people are anxlously awalting developments,
und the whole oftair 8 rapidly becoming o mat-
ter. of prayer.

Among the records of the eity recorder’s of-
flee I8 a document moarked “Report No. 128"
dnted November 24, 1012, addressod to the muyor
and commisslionorsg, and reading as follows:

1 have the honor to recommend in the ap-
pHeation of the Bropklsn olub (colored) for
lquar Heense nt No. 515 South State street,
that after a careful investigation I am sintls-
Bed these poople do not own. the required
nmotint of real property, nommely $6,000.00 to
entitle them to n chib license. Thelr busk

negs han pol been comduetead In an orderly

munter and has glven the department oon-
siderabls troubils IFor this reason 1 would
recommend  that  thelr ppplleation be not
pranted

Yours very roapectiully
BN F, GRANT,
Chief of Police.
By Interviewing certaln Individuals who were
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nominally conducting the business of the Brook-
Iyn, commonly known as the Dunbar club, we find
that during the months of September and Oc-
tober, 1912 these parties had several conversi-
tions with the ohisf of police in which they
naked to have their llcense renewed, bhut the chief
wna obdurate and emphoatically and vehemently
told these parties that their leense would not
under uny ciroumstances be renewed as the place
was & disgrace to the community., But lo and
vehold the records show the lleense was granted
und the place has been running ever since.

What Influence Mr. Chief could have brought
about your change of henrt and made you regede
fromr the positlon you had taken \n your repart
to the commissioners of September 24, 19127 You
stated you lad made & careful examination be-
fore you recommended that the applieatlon be
not granted What new llght waa It that ap-
penred subsequently ?

The blotter at the polles station will show
that there were ns many corimes slloged to have
been committed at No. §156 South State street
during the year 1913 ag there were the proceed-
ing vear 1412, yot the license wase renewed agaln
for 1814, Therefore It would appear that there
has been no Improvement In the moral condi
tions at No. 515 South State street from the time
the careful investigation in 1912 ond yet the 1
cense to sell lguor was renewed without pro-
test of the police chief. Why?

Surely the taxpayers and citizens, benighted
as they may be, arp entitied to know through
what particular channel comes the inspiration
that cnuses the chief of police, who admits his
infalibility and impeccability, to change his con-
vigtions in regard to thia place,

I8 it not true, Chief, that in the presence of
geveral who were interested In having the 1
cense granted for the Dunbar elub that you &b-
solutely refused to give your approval and not
only that but denounced the place in no uncer.
tain terms, and that shartly afterwards you re-
considered your action? Did you Nlave any
knowledge of the fact that between the time of
yvour refusal and the time of your reconsideration
those Interested in seocuring a lleense saw the
influentinl gentleman who Is particularly inter-
ested In seelng that the rent 1s pald regularly,
and daid you ever have any conversation with him
on the subject, or anyone repréesenting him? If
not, what suddenly opened your heart after you
had absolutely refused to entertain soch a prop-
osition as the recommendation of a license for
this ¢lub? Wa think an offleial explanation is
due from you, or perhaps Mavor Park uas the
commissioner In churge of pollee affalrs, could
make n satisfactory one that would clear the
matter in the eyes of & great many who are in-
terested,

There are f number of pther things that need
an explanation, but ng yet nona is forthcoming
You suld, “1 am satisfied theze people do not own
the required amount of real property, namely
£6.000,00 to entitle them to a4 club license”
When and how then did they become possessed
of sufhclent property to meet this reguirement?
We wonder If the records show that the prop-
erty was conveved to them by those who wora
anxious to begin receiving the rent and then re-
convi =d to the real owners as soon as the -
canse was granted.

Thunk heaven for the “holier than thous."”
Had they lived In the days of Sodem and Gomor
rnh, thope elties of antiguity would not have heen
destroyved becange their rizhteousness would have
more than outwelghed tre mlquity of the rest
of the Inhabitants,

When It comes to defying the lightning, Chlef
Grant has old Ajax backed eclear off the board,
Not only dovs the chief Insinuate that Hugh
Glenn wans forced out of the detective service hy
improper influences, but he stoutly maintaines
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